
 

Siesta Key Chapel  December 2008 

 

IN SEARCH OF  

OUR KNEELING PLACES  
 

In each heart lies a Bethlehem, 

     an inn where we must ultimately answer 

     whether there is room or not. 

When we are Bethlehem-bound 

we experience our own Advent in his. 

When we are Bethlehem-bound 

    we can no longer look the other way 

    conveniently not seeing stars 

    not hearing angel voices. 

We can no longer excuse ourselves by busily 

    tending our sheep or our kingdoms. 

This Advent letôs go to Bethlehem 

    and see this thing that the Lord  

    has made known to us. 

In the midst of shopping sprees 

    letôs ponder in our hearts the Gift of Gifts. 

Through the tinsel 

    letôs look for the gold of the Christmas Star. 

In the excitement and confusion,  

    in the merry chaos, 

    letôs listen for the brush of angelsô wings. 

This Advent, letôs go to Bethlehem 

and find our kneeling places. 
 

from Kneeling in Bethlehem, by Ann Weems. 

 

 

 

 

This Christmas, how will youé 

ñListen for the brush of angelsô wingsò 

 

Let me invite you to join me and your friends at the Chapel 

as we open our eyes, hearts, and ears to the mystery of 

Christ this season.  Itôs been a long time since our nation 

has felt as tense and desperate as it has the past few 

months.  We need to come together and encourage one 

another in faith.  We need to hear good news and remind 

ourselves that ñGod is with usò. 

 

The miracles of love, joy and peace are there for the asking.  

But we wonôt find them in shopping malls or hectic 

schedules. We find them when we ñgo to Bethlehemò and 

make room -- and time! -- for the Child who was born.   

 

Grace, peace and  joy to you,  

   

 

 

 

Sundays in Worship 

November 30  ñAll I Want for Christmas is Hopeò 

December 7  ñAll I Want for Christmas is Peaceò 

December 14  Lessons & Carols 

December 21  ñAll I Want for Christmaséò 

December 28  ñChristmas Afterglowò 

Christmas Eve:  5:30 Family Worship; 8 p.m. Communion  

4615 Gleason Avenue, Sarasota, Florida 34242-1312

Tele: 941-349-1166 Å siestakeychapel@comcast.net 

Visit our website: www.siestakeychapel.org 

mailto:siestakeychapel@comcast.net
http://www.siestakeychapel.org/
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The deadline for the January issue of KeyNotes is 

December 15.  Please send articles for publication to:  

mgg476@aol.com. 

 

 

 

Notes from the Loft 

Cynthia Roberts-Greene 

Lessons and Carols  
The annual Lessons and Carols Service will take 

place in our sanctuary on Sunday, December 14, at 

the 10 AM service.  The featured music will be 

traditional carols, arranged by composer John Leavitt 

and interspersed with scripture readings. The Chapel 

choir and soloists will sing the carols and anthems, 

joined by the congregation and accompanied by 

about 12 instrumentalists from the Sarasota 

Orchestra.  Bring your friends and visiting family 

members--this is a yearly treat. 

Longest Night Christmas Service 
 

A contemplative service will 

be held in the sanctuary on 

Sunday, December 21, at 7 

PM.  This service will 

include music that addresses 

the needs of those who have experienced a recent 

loss.  The holidays can be a difficult time for those 

who grieve, are depressed, or enduring an illness. 

This service is an opportunity to be with others 

walking the same journey and to know youôre not 

alone.  The service will be similar to the Taize 

service, with scripture readings, candlelight, and 

silence.  Join us for this comforting service, full of 

love and understanding. 

Christmas Eve Services 
Christmas Eve will hold 

many surprises!  The Family 

Service at 5:30 PM will be 

festive as always, with a 

special drama and songs 

sung by our Youth and 

Children's choirs.  Your 

favorite Christmas carols 

will be included!  And once 

again, principal flutist from the Sarasota Orchestra, 

Betsy Traba, will perform. 

 

The 8:00 Communion service will feature the 

Chapel choir and soloists singing traditional 

Christmas anthems.  Betsy Traba will participate in 

this service as well.  

 

Chapel Ringers 
 

The Chapel Ringers are in 

need of a few more folks to 

ring.  In order to do 2 octave 

bell music, (which is the 

smallest sized bell choir!  We 

actually have 5 octaves of 

bells, but are only using two) 

we need at least 8 people.  We 

are two short of that amount, plus we always need 

subs.  Please come and join us!  It's never too late to 

learn a new skill.  The ringers will be playing as soon 

as they are ready in the coming year. 

Of course, the Chapel Choir is always looking for 

new members as well.  The choir will sing for the 10 

a.m. service through December, and in January, will 

sing for the 11 a.m. service.  Please contact Cynthia 

through the church office for more information. 

 

Have a Blessed and Harmonious Christmas and New 

Year! 

 

mailto:mgg476@Aol.com
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After careful consideration, starting times for Sunday 

services have been changed óin Seasonô, January 4 ï 

April 12, Easter. These changes were proposed by the 

Worship Committee and adopted by the Session for 

many reasons.  The most important are as follows: 

1)   to provide everyone with the opportunity to seek 

genuine Christian fellowship through an organized 

Sunday School class,   

2)   to foster a greater sense of community between 

all members/visitors of the Chapel by encouraging 

social interaction on our wonderful new deck, and 

3)  to acknowledge and meet the spiritual needs of all 

the various groups within our congregation. 

 

 

Beginning January 4, 2009 the new 

Worship Schedule is as follows: 

 

First Service       8:45 ï   9:45 a.m. 

Sunday School       10:00 ï 10:45 a.m. 

Second Service      11:00 ï 12:00 p.m. 

 

Letôs embrace this new schedule and the 

opportunities and flexibility it affords us for an 

enhanced worship experience. Weôll be glad we did. 

 

Our Chrismon 

Tree 

Beginning in 1973, it has been 

a Christmas tradition at the 

Chapel to trim the sanctuaryôs 

tree with Chrismons lovingly 

made by our Presbyterian 

Women.  The word 

Chrismon is made up from parts of two words:  

Christ  and Monogram.  A Chrismon may be a 

monogram, a sign, a symbol, or a combination of 

these.  The only requirement is that it refers 

exclusively to our Lord, Jesus Christ.  They are made 

in combination of gold and white.  White is the 

liturgical color for Christmas and refers to our Lord's 

purity and perfection; gold refers to his majesty and 

glory. 

 Following the Advent dinner on November 30, the 

congregation went to the sanctuary and sang carols, 

while children trimmed the tree.  Thanks to the 

following members and friends, we added a few new 

Chrismons and also repaired some of the "more 

experienced" ornaments:   

Pat Abdallah, Joan Heina, Joyce Meier, Cheryl 

Miller, Jinny Martin, Bernice Weiss, Suzie Torborg, 

Liz Smith, Cal Olson, and Arlene Henderson.   

Special thanks to the "Generous Angel" who made it 

possible to purchase ornament supplies and a small 

tree for the childrenôs new classrooms.  The children 

are thrilled to be able to decorate their own Chrismon 

tree. We hope you will all enjoy seeing our Chrismon 

trees, trimmed to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Local Missions Need Our Help  

Now More Then Ever! 

This Christmas season provides us with two 

opportunities to assist those in our community in 

need of help! 
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1)  We are asking each of you to fill a Christmas bag 

(or a large zip-lock bag, TIED with a bow) with a 

combination of the items listed below.  These gifts 

will be divided between Friendship House, 

Salvation Army, and Resurrection House. 

Wrapped Christmas 

candy 

Tooth brush and 

toothpaste 

Gum Ball Cap 

Rain hat Hand sanitizer 

Mini packets of tissues Comb or  brush 

Socks Face cloth 

Bus ticket New or used backpack 

2)  We also need to remember that Jordan Gospel 

Ministry is collecting packaged cookies, postage 

stamps, and homemade cards for the inmates they 

serve.  This is their C-Day Crusade to spread 

COOKIES AND CHRIST! 

We have been so blessed!  Thank you for sharing 

your blessings with those less fortunate.  

Christian Fellowship 

For the month of December, we 

will continue to have the 

Hostess table open, before and 

after the service.  Anyone 

wishing to contribute home baked goodies, please 

contact Maggie Veeneman by email at 

maggieve@verizon.net, or by phone at 349-1854.   

Let her know that you will be dropping your item off 

to the new kitchen on the deck.  Your item will be 

enjoyed and appreciated by all.  

Save the Date:  Saturday, 

February 14, 2009 

 A Womenôs Retreat will take place 

at the Moorings Presbyterian Church, 

791 Harbour Dr., Naples, 8:30 to 3 pm. 

The theme for the retreat is based on Anne Morrow 

Lindberghôs book, ñA Gift from the Sea.ò  Read this 

short book in preparation for the retreat, and join 

Rev. Kathleen Weller, Associate Pastor, for the 

retreat, with lunch and activities planned for the day. 

Please call Marlys Haughie at   239-213-1358 for 

further information.  

Buildings and Grounds 
Dick Ulrich  

The B & G committee is 

back in session after the 

summer recess and 

recuperation.  However, the 

committee had several 

projects organized for 

completion during the 

summer months: 

           

1)  Vertical blinds were repaired in the new 

classrooms and lounge.  New verticals were 

installed in the new Music Room.               

2)  All carpets, rugs, runners and walk-off mats 

throughout the campus were professionally 

cleaned.   

3)  A new sunscreen for the south cathedral window 

was installed.  

4) All ti le floors were scrubbed, sanitized, and 

waxed. 

5) New wood signs were made for our campus 

buildings and installed. 
  

In addition, the Fellowship Hall kitchen was cleaned, 

organized, and made sparkling clean by the PW 

under the direction of Joan Heina and Ruth Ulrich. 
  

Since our return this fall several projects have been 

started and many completed: 
 

1) Brad Koch and Jim Kraft have agreed to serve on 

the B&G Committee. 

2) Howard Cailor has the insurance program of the 

church in good stead.  Increasing coverage for all 

of our new buildings and rooms and holding 

down the premiums. 

3) Frank Miller personally built the new WELCOME 

stand for the deck.  And his 3M Company has 

repaired, completed, and/or painted several 

projects of the Chapel. 

4) Ann Blechta has organized WORKDAYS to clear 

the grounds for our new GARDEN PROJECT.  

This will save a lot of money from the garden 

budget that will be better used for plantings. 

mailto:maggieve@verizon.net
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5) ORGANIZED STORAGE has been 

developed under the new restrooms that 

will house all of our storage materials ï AS 

LONG AS IT REMAINS ORGANIZED. 

6) Ben & Pat Abdallah spent a Saturday morning 

going through ALL OF OUR SOUND 

SYSTEMS.  They were tested, microphones 

matched to systems, organized in their proper 

areas, and our excess speakers and systems given 

to a newly organized Baptist church of Sarasota.  
              

Great big ñAT-A-BOYSò must be given to Walter 

Olson for his service as the Chapelôs Liaison 

Superintendent for our Construction Project.  His 

efforts provided a great service during the 

construction period and a very smooth ñMove Inò.  

Also, Howard Cailorôs leadership and Chuck 

Keidelôs and Ruth Ulrichôs direction played an 

enormous role in the ñDISASTER 

PREPAREDNESSò of SKC this past hurricane 

season.  Thanks Be to God that our preparation and 

practice was not put to use. 
  
 On a ñLESS CHEERFUL NOTEò our committee is 

in a very bad and unusual position as we are 

operating in the RED for 2008.  All efforts are being 

made to hold the line and we will be delaying 

maintenance expenditures until January or later to 

hold the budget.  We apologize, but many things had 

to be done in order to expedite our new buildings and 

make it better for staff and congregation. 
  

SKC Youth  
 

SKC Middle School & 

High School  

Christmas Party  
Sunday, December 7, 4-6 PM, Fellowship Hall 

Join us for food, games, and fun fellowship!  Bring a 

wrapped gift for $10 or less, and weôll all enjoy a 

surprise gift exchange. 

 

Calling All Youth for Parent's Night Out 
December 12, 5:30 - 9:00 PM 

Do you or do you know of someone who needs an 

evening off from their children?  Well our SKC 

Youth and adult volunteers are here to serve those 

looking for an opportunity of respite for last minute 

shopping or just a Night Out.  The childcare program 

is an opportunity for our youth to raise money for 

Youth Missions.  

 

Additionally, we will be participating 

in the Christmas Eve family service 

and are helping our young friends 

with their parts. 

 

Explorerôs Class 

On October 19, our Explorerôs Class was held.  From 

this class and other commitments, Siesta Key Chapel 

has eight new members in our congregation:  

Tom and Dee McElheny, Jack and Sue Ellen 

Crawford, Wayne and Susan Barcomb, Jill 

Lyons, and Dennis Kreitsek.   

Sue Ellen and Jack were presented to the 

congregation on October 26, and the other new 

members will be presented on December 14.  We 

welcome our new members and encourage each and 

every one of you to extend your hand of friendship to 

them.    
 
    

We will have another Explorerôs Class on December 

7, immediately following the 10:00 AM church 

service.  The class will be held in the Church Lounge 

under the Chapel.  During class, three questions will 

be front and center:  

1)  What does it mean to be a Christian?  

2)   How do you spell P-R-E-S-B-Y-T-E-R-I -A-N? 

3)   What does it mean to be a member of SKC?   

If you have an interest in membership, there are two 

options:  

1)  Full membership, for those who live in Florida 

most of the year.   

2)  Affiliate membership, for those who live most of 

the year elsewhere.   

Please let us know if you would like to attend, by 

calling the Chapel Office (349-1166) to register.  

Childcare will be provided upon request.  Brenda 

Hall will contact you prior to the class to confirm the 

date and time. 
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Greet ónô Eat Kickoff  

We can really count this as another success!  On 

October 24, 45 people gathered in the Fellowship 

Hall for a lasagna dinner and plenty of conversation.  

We even surprised one of our members with a 

birthday cake!  Six groups were formed to plan 

outings which already include excursions to Port 

Manatee, boat rides, and lunch at Snook Haven to 

hear the banjo players.  Other plans are in the 

making.  Another 17 people who were unable to 

attend the kickoff signed up to participate in the 

individual groups.  The word is really getting out 

about how much fun everyone is having joining in 

these various festivities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Outreach 

Beth-El Farmworkersô Ministry 

This distinguished group picture represents those 

who attended the Housing Fair held at Beth-El in 

October.  This year's Confirmation Class, some of 

their parents, and Outreach Mission Committee 

members attended.  The assigned task was to 

entertain the children so that the parents could take 

part in the event.  There were games, prizes, and fun 

was had by ALL! 
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Presbyterian Women of SKC 

All women of Siesta Key Chapel are 

invited to PWôs circles and the monthly 

general meeting.  Circles are small 

groups for the purpose of Bible study 

and fellowship.  We will meet on the 

following dates, and circle chairs are: 

December 2 at 10:00 AM Ruth Ulrich 

December 2 at 1:30 PM Dorothy Wolfard 

December 9 at 7:30 PM Ruth Dwyer 

December 10 at 10:00 AM Cheryl Miller 

    

There is a Knitting and Sewing Circle that will meet 

December 9, at 9:30 AM, with Ruth Ulrich and Susan 

Koch. 

The December general meeting will be a: 

 

CHRISTMAS TEA  

Tuesday, December 16, 2008, at 2:00 pm 

Fellowship Hall  

Christmas Story given by Ida Gordon Poole 

Gift for a 12-14 year old girl or boy  

Unwrapped 

$10.00 -$15.00 

To be distributed by The Salvation Army 

 

Looking forward to seeing you at one of the circle 

meetings and at the Christmas Tea.  Merry Christmas 

to all! 

 

Christian Radio Stations 
Recommended with love by Ann 

Blechta.   Dangling by the end of 

your rope?  Donôt just hang there!  

Get inspired with joy-filled, 

uplifting music.  LISTEN at home and in your car. 

88.1 FM WJIS 89.1 FM WSMR 

89.3 FM WAY 91.3 FM SEB 

104.3 FM Moody     

Ask a Nurse 
Carole Burkhart , Parish Nurse 

 
 

Q.  As an older person, what 

medical tests should I 

haveéwhen?  

A.  Hereôs an update for you to 

keep.  Itôs the latest on Medicareôs 

Preventive Benefits. 

 

 

Flu shot Hope you got yours in 

October.  If not, see your 

doctor. 

Pneumonia shot 

Cardiovascular 

screenings for 

cholesterol, lipids, and 

triglyceride levels 

Medicare pays for this 

once every five years. 

Diabetes screening Medicare covers it based 

on your risk factors 

Colonoscopy This test is covered once 

every ten years or every 

24 months for high risk. 

Glaucoma test Once every 12 months 

for those at high risk. 

Mammogram Once every 12 months 

for women over 40. 

Prostate screenings Once every 12 months 

for men over 50. 

 

Itôs important to ask your doctor about Medicare, and 

about covered tests and screening that might be right 

for you. Co-insurance and deductibles may apply. 

For more information, call Medicare (1-800-633-

4227) or your Parish Nurse. 

            
 
 
 


