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      Yes Virginia, there is a ñTwelfth Dayò of Christmas 

We call it ñEpiphanyò 
 

This year, the Chapel celebrates Epiphany on January 3, three days before the actual feast day. 

It is a day of reflection, a day of wonder.  It holds a mystery reflected in Christine McIntoshôs poem: 

 

 

 Two thousand years after the star's silent summons, 

light from the stable still burns momentarily;  

the impermanent Magi  

still make their improbable journey. 

Perched on the lip of another era,  

We strain to feel the faint warmth of faith, 

kissing the wind of love's passing,  

yearning from our pulsating circuits  

for the connection to hold. 

And as the moment passes we look ahead,  

not at light's comfort but at the 

stark shadow on the hill. 

 

 

 

Christine included the poem in her collection "Ridgewalk".  She titled it ñEpiphany 2000ò and says that it came 

to her as she sat ñreflecting on Christmas without Christ - which is the celebration I see all around, laced with a 

kind of desperation.ò 

 

ñChristmas without Christò?  A New Year focused only on the shadows?  May that never be said of you or me.  

2010 offers a phenomenal promise of fresh starts and new beginnings ï the power of Christôs resurrection fore-

shadowed in his humble birth.  

 

The ñlight from the stable still burnséò   Let us walk in the light of the Lord,  

 

Pastor Kathi 
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Sundays at 10 a.m. 
 

Two classes are available,  
something for everyone!   

Please join us for coffee, fellowship  
and opportunities to grow.  

Class #1: 

Lin Hall begins a six week video series, 

ñTHE LIFE  YOU'VE ALWAYS WANTEDò 

   

If you've everé 
 

-  been frustrated with the state of your 

    spiritual life, 

-  wondered why spiritual growth 

    seems to go so slowly,   

-  wondered if real change is possible, 

-  felt confused or stuck in your  spiri-    

   tual life, then, this series is for you. 

 

January 3:    It's "Morphing" Time 

January 10:   Slowing Down & Celebrating 

January 17:   Praying & Confessing 

January 24:   Meditating On Scripture & Seeking 

Guidance 

January 31:   Practicing Servanthood, Finding  

Freedom 

February 7:    Going the Distance With Well-Ordered 

Heart 

 
 

Class #2: 

Pastor Kathi begins a 6-week class on 

iBelieve:  The Apostlesôs Creed 

 

 

 

 

 

Age is immaterial when it comes to speaking of oneôs 

personal connection with God. Most of us struggle 

with how to speak about spiritual truths that, frankly, 

belie language. We need help understanding our 

faith. We need help finding words and stories to ex-

press it.  
 
This class seeks to strengthen our grasp of the basics 

of Christian faith through group study, and daily         

devotional readings.     
 

January 3:    A Challenge for Each Generation:  

ñThis I Believeò 

January 10:    Why Bother?  A Look at the Creedôs 

Historical Context ï and Our Own! 

January 17: iBelieve in God the Father, the Creator, 

the Almighty 

January 24:    iBelieve in God the Son, God With Us 

January 31:    iBelieve in the Holy Spirit, God Within 

February 7:    iBelieve Christian Faith is Bigger Than 

ñMeò 
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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE  

Worship:  8:45 and 11:00 a.m. 

Christian Education for adults:      10:00 a.m. 

Christian Education for children:  11:00 a.m. 

 

 
 

Dear Friends: 

Just as I can never thank God enough for all of the 

gifts that he has blessed me with, words cannot begin 

to express my sincere thanks for your generosity   

during the 2010 Stewardship Drive.  So. . . ñthank 

you,ò from the deepest, warmest, and most special 

place in my heart. 

We began the Stewardship Drive in November this 

year so that Session could write a realistic budget for 

the coming year.  Thank you for your help in that 

process. 

In addition to our year-round members, we are 

blessed to have many seasonal members/visitors.  

They share in our love and commitment to the Cha-

pel.  In recognition of that fact, we plan to  provide 

Stewardship interpretation opportunities for them as 

they return to Siesta Key Chapel. 

Again, thank you so much for supporting the 

Chapel in such a generous manner.  I appreciate 

the financial gifts that you have already         

committed to giving and want to thank you in   

advance for the gifts of your time and talents, 

which are equally, if not more valuable. 

In Christ, 

 

 

Peace River Presbytery          

Presents:  

THE MAIN EVENT  

Saturday, March 13, 2010  

Faith Presbyterian Church  

Cape Coral, FL 

 

Keynote Speaker: Henry Simons,PhD  

Dr. Simmons is an ordained minister, recently retired 

from Union Seminary after 38 years of teaching.  

Simmonsô major interests include the spiritual growth 

of older adults, ethics and aging, congregational stu-

dies, ecology, and religion. 

Workshops include: 

¶ Key Spiritual Practices for Times  

of Transition 

¶ Web Resources for Best Congregational  

Practices 

¶ Retreats for Seniors 

¶ Music for Aging Gracefully 

¶ Elder Abuse 

¶ Pastoral Care ï Laypersons 

¶ Deacon and Elder Basics 

¶ 21
st
 Century Communications 

 

For more information go to  

www.peaceriverpresbytery.org 

click on the link for ñThe Main Eventò. 

 

  

http://www.peaceriverpresbytery.org/
http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95095021
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Notes from the Loft. . . 
 

Our music program had a wondrous time of music-

making in the month of December, with the Lessons 

and Carols service on December 13, and all of the 

lovely music on Christmas Eve at the family service 

at 5:30 p.m. and the 8:00 p.m. Communion service.  I 

would like to thank Pastor Kathi and Pastor Julian for 

assisting in the readings for the Lessons and Carols 

Service.  Our resident thespian, Martin Henderson, 

offered the reading of the Eighth Lesson, a fitting 

ending for a very effective service.  Our adult choir is 

to be commended for its hard work behind the 

scenes: the many rehearsals in which they learned 

and perfected new music, most of which was not 

easy.  The Chapel Choir is always eager to learn and 

to please, and that is one of the things that makes it so 

special. 

 

The month of January 

will include the Feast of 

the Epiphany on Janu-

ary 3, which marks the 

visitation of the Magi to 

the Christ Child.  

Throughout January the 

choir will rehearse on 

Wednesdays at 7:00 

p.m. to make the 

music special through-

out the month.   

 

Several of our northern 

friends, Vern and Joyce Stephens, Peg Hamilton, Ken 

Kaye, and Bernice Stone, will make our choir a little 

stronger.  The addition, our new tenor John Sorbo 

has been a very positive change for our choir.  John  

is a voice student of tenor Enoch Sherman and is a 

member of Gloria Musicae, a professional choir 

based in Sarasota. 

 

The Chapel Ringers will rehearse on Wednesday, 

Jan. 6, and 13, then move to Thursdays beginning 

January 21.  Rehearsals are at 6:00 p.m. in the Mu-

sic Room.  The Ringers will offer the music on Sun-

day, Jan. 24, for the 8:45 service at the 11:00 service 

prelude.  We welcome all who would be interested in 

joining our bell choir.  It is a fun experience and very 

different from singing in a choir. 

 

On January 24, at 4:00 p.m. 

Siesta Key Chapel Arts Se-

r ies will feature Trilogie a trio 

of musicians from the Sarasota 

Orchestra. Principal harpist 

Cheryl Losey is the founder of 

the group, which includes Na-

than Frantz, viola, and Betsy 

Hudson-Trabe, flute.  Selling 90 tickets is the goal 

for this concert to help to pay the musicians, so 

please invite your friends and spend an afternoon en-

joying the sights and sounds of beautiful Siesta Key 

Chapel! 

 

 

 

An additional event in January is the performance of 

Cynthia Roberts-Greeneôs Memorial Requiem,   

composed for choir, organ, and chamber ensemble.   

 

The Memorial Requiem was composed in memory of 

Cynthiaôs brother, David Owen Roberts, a soldier 

killed in the Vietnam war.  The concert will take 

place on Wednesday, January 20, at 10:30 a.m. at 

the Church of the Redeemer, 222 S. Palm Ave., Sara-

sota.  It will be directed by Cynthia and sung by her 

choir, the Sarasota Camerata and soloists, and ac-

companied by the phenomenal Nichols and Simpson 

pipe organ at Redeemer, and members of the Sarasota 

Orchestra.  The concert is free and open to the public.  

It is part of the American Guild of Organists Psalms 

and Palms Winter Conclave, a conference for organ-

ists from around the country.   

Cynthia Roberts-Greene  
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An Explorerôs Class for those wishing to explore 

membership with Siesta Key Chapel, will be held on 

Sunday, January 10, at 1:00 p.m. in the Church 

Lounge under the Sanctuary.  If Siesta Key Chapel is 

your spiritual home in Florida, please consider join-

ing.  Membership comes in two flavors: ñFull Mem-

bershipò for those who live in Florida most of the 

year and ñAffiliate Membershipò for those who live 

most of the year elsewhere. 

During class, three questions will be front and center: 

What does it mean to be a Christian? 

How do you spell P-r -e-s-b-y-t-e-r -i-a-n? 

What does it mean to be a member of SKC? 

 

If you would like to attend, please call the Chapel 

Office (349-1166) to register. Linda McDonald will 

contact you prior to the class to confirm the date and 

time.  

 

MISSION OUTREACH  

  

Take a Chance: Discover Haiti 

We need you to become a member of the SKC Team 

which will join a group from Venice Presbyterian to 

make the journey to Haiti.  It is a week long adven-

ture at the Institution Univers, Quanaminthe, Haiti 

(Coalition of Children in Need, COCIN).  Haiti is a 

Caribbean nation and is the poorest country in the 

Western Hemisphere. 

We will share the responsibility of planning one 

week of a three week Bible Study.  Access to    

educational opportunities are very limited, and this is 

your chance to help them with their English, crafts, 

Bible studies, creating ideas, discovering strengths, 

etc.  The kids are gracious and appreciative for this 

opportunity.  It is certain that you will receive as 

much or more than you provide.  It is also a chance to 

become part of a team that provides a valuable educa-

tional service, as well as getting your own Spiritual 

boost.  

Important dates/information : 

 

¶ Travel Dates:  June 26, 2010 ï July 4, 2010 

¶ Cost is approximately - $1000.00 (depending on 

how much assistance there happens to be) 

¶ We will begin planning with the Venice Presbyte-

rian church in February. 

¶ Donôt forget that there is also a need for medical 

personnel to be a part of the team. 

¶ Look in the Sunday Bulletin for the date and time 

of an informational meeting in early January.  

Plan to attend if you have any interest. 

 

ñWe will be the guests in a very poor, culturally 

different third world county.  Our mission is not 

to change or even fix, but to establish relation-

ships, assist children with English, learn more 

than we teach, and share the love of God.ò 

Nicky Ashcraft, 312-0191 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.photoatlas.com/photo/haiti-beach.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.latinguides.com/travel/haiti-paradise-cotes-des-arcadins-jacmel.html&h=366&w=562&sz=33&tbnid=yMQh2bHKvFzliM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=133&prev=/images?q=Haiti&usg=__LsQZOlRSWbxcc76AMM0JP1ZVyPs=&ei=-WncSrrBJsjf8Qbi9IC3BQ&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=5&ct=image&ved=0CBgQ9QEwBA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ired.com/pix/news/mkt/haiti.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ired.com/news/mkt/haiti.htm&h=333&w=500&sz=32&tbnid=ugjg4uWGr9IRvM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=Haiti&usg=__l4Hkf4TlUuKzXujoFqNYr6ccYWQ=&ei=-WncSrrBJsjf8Qbi9IC3BQ&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=6&ct=image&ved=0CBoQ9QEwBQ
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Missionaries to the University of Flor ida 

Through ñThe Navigatorsò 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

The thrilling and challenging journey of the Farina 

family continues!  Our oldest, Christine, has begun 

her freshman year at the University of Florida.  Suz 

and I are so proud to see how she has matured.  Her 

classes and Navigator activities, among other things, 

keep her busy.  We are excited about the opportuni-

ties she has in the profession of nursing and counsel-

ing, but we also miss her around the house. 

 

Daniel is now attending Gainesville High School, 

earning one of fifteen spots on the freshman basket-

ball team, in spite of over one hundred students try-

ing out.  We admire how hard he is working in his 

classes, while attending practice each day.  Just like 

last year, I am coaching the Westwood Hills Varsity 

basketball team.  Matthew has grown so much, he is 

now 5ô 10ô, and is playing on the team with me at 13.  

Madeline and Caleb are enjoying ballet and soccer, 

respectively. 

 

We have been encouraged by multiple friends around 

us, who continue to desire pursuing God more than 

anything else in their lives.   

 

We always look forward to sharing our journey with 

you and to participate in yours!  Merry Christmas & 

Godôs Best!! 
 

For Him, 

Andy & Suzanna Farina 

 

 

SKC Youth in Mission 

 

The Sundays of December 

have been absolutely magical!  

Once again our young people 

led the way ï showing us what 

faith can do when itôs put into 

action. 

 

Each Sunday the young people 

and their families baked coo-

kies, muffins, and other de-

lights to raise money for their Heifer International 

Project.  Located on the deck outside the Sanctuary, 

the Heifer table was abuzz with activity.  The first 

week worshipers gave $305.80.  On the second week, 

another $346.00 came in.  December 20 saw the total 

giving rise to $758.70 at which point Mission Out-

reach committee topped the basket with an additional 

$500. 

 

God is good!  The youth have more than met their 

$650 goal and we can all share in the sense of godly 

pride that comes from knowing we did well.  As 

Daphne put it: 

 

ñIt is absolutely inspiring to see our wonderful 

congregation get behind our kids for this project! 

I am truly grateful for the commitment of parents 

and kids at the Chapel, who are working so hard 

to help others who are less fortunate AND wil-

lingly staying for Christmas Eve Rehearsals.  I 

am also thankful for our very involved parents 

who help teach, plan, and support everything with 

the kids.  You inspire me!ò 

 

Amen and amen. 
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COME TO THE PW GENERAL MEETING  

January 19 in the Fellowship Hall 

11:30 am Social Time and 12:00 Lunch 

Program ñGrowing Up in Iraqò by Carol Haeussner 

Sign up on the deck for reservations--$5.00 

 

ALL MEN OF THE CHAPEL ARE INVITED  

Hostesses are Tuesday Afternoon Circle and Program 

Committee 

 

Tuesday morning 

January 5  

10:00 am 

Brenda Hall  

1847 Southpoint Drive 

 

Tuesday afternoon 

January 5 

1:30 pm 

SKC lounge 

 

Tuesday evening 

January 12 

7:30 pm 

Bay Village 

 

Wednesday morning 

January 13 

10:00 am 

Linda Pearce 

1703 North Drive 

 

Wednesday evening 

January 13 and 27  

7:00 pm 

SKC lounge 

 

 

 

Knitting and Sewing Circle 

January 12 at 9:30 am in the SKC nursery. 

Remember, we go out for lunch. 

 

In 2009 we made the following donations: 

 

4 Prayer Shawls to members and friends 

46 Baby items, hats and scarves to Mustard Seed 

12 Guideposts "Knit for Kids" sweaters 

28 Helmet liners for our service men and women 

3 Chemo caps 

25 pairs of "Mittens for Montana" 

6 Quilts to Habitat for Humanity for new  

homeowners at Jordan's Crossing 

 

We thank God for the opportunity to serve others 

while also enjoying good fellowship. 

This group meets at 9:30 on the Second Tuesday of 

each month. 

 

 

 

 

Coordinating Team Meeting 

December 27 at 9:30 am in the SKC Lounge 

 

Bible Study Leaders 

Led by Ida Gordon Poole 

January 29, at 9:30 am in the SKC lounge. 

 

If you have questions or need more information, 

please call Joan Heina, 363-0415. 

 

 

 


