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In his book, The Table of Inwardness, Calvin Miller stresses the fact that intimacy with 

God, wholeness and maturity, cannot be rushed.  He says, in effect, that ñit is impossible 

to enjoy the presence of God while looking at our watches."    Godôs ways are not our 

ways, and neither is Godôs timing. 

 

Forty days after his resurrection, Jesus gave the disciples a rather unsettling command that 

sent them back into Jerusalem.  Moments before ascending into Heaven he told them: 

 

Don't leave Jerusalem yet. Wait here for the Father 

to give you the Holy Spirit, just as I told you He has promised 

to doé in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 

Acts 1:4, 5 

 

With 2,000 years hindsight, itôs easy to gloss over the impact of those words.  Imagine yourself a visitor on 

Siesta Key when a respected friend looks you in the eye and says, ñDonôt leave.  Wait.ò   

 

To their credit, the disciples took Jesus at his word and walked the half mile back to the room they had been 

sharing.  They waited even though it made no sense.  They waited even though it was not on their original 

agenda.  They waited, not as you and I so often do, twiddling their thumbs and ókilling timeô.  They prayed as 

they waited, meditating on Jesusô words and the Scriptures.  They filled the leadership position left vacant by 

Judas Iscariot and found renewed hope in expectant waiting.    

 

Ten days later, God poured out the Holy Spirit, transforming the disciples and our world through 

those who had learned to wait for Godôs perfect timing.   Luke 24 and Acts 1 and 2 tell the story.  

Can I encourage you to open your Bible and spend some time with the disciples in both their 

waiting and their receiving of the Spiritôs power? 

 

This year, Ascension Sunday falls on May 16, and Pentecost on the 23
rd

.  Remember to wear red! 

 

Grace and peace to you all, 

Pastor Kathi 
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Many thanks to everyone who 

helped support the youth through 

the April 11, Pancake Breakfast.  

Vince Little  provided the food 

and oversaw the kitchen crew with 

Malin Parker .  Ann Blechta 

provided plants and flowers that 

served as beautiful centerpieces.  Marv Cundiff  then 

added his special touch as he auctioned them off to 

enthusiastic bidders.  All told, the breakfast was a 

rousing success thanks to the enthusiastic hard work 

of our young people, their parents andé YOU, the 

congregation.  $2730 has been contributed to date. 

 

 
A rocking THANK YOU!  to 
everyone in the congregation who 
helped make Acquire the Fire  
possible this year.   Thank you for 
your prayers, for your encouraging 
words Sunday after Sunda y, and 

for your generous support of the Chapelõs youth 
ministry.  The  young people will share more personal 
òThank youõsó during worship on May 2nd . 
 
KUDOS yet again to 
Tyler Bazenas for his 
incredible talent, dis -
played as òReptile manó in 
Booker High Schoolõs 
production of òSideshow.ó     
 
 

 

CHALLENGE -2-CHANGE  
MISSION TRIP  

 
June 6-11, 2010 

 
 

Middle and Senior High youth are invited. 

Call Pastor Kathi for full details and to sign up! 

 
This is the Chapelôs third year for Challenge-2-

Change.  The group stays overnight at Cedarkirk 

Camp and Conference Center and works half the 

week at Beth-El Farmworkers Ministry in Wimauma 

and half the week with Metropolitan Ministry in 

downtown Tampa. 

 
 

 

 

GOT KIDS???   
 
 

 

 

All PARENTS are invited to a 

planning/sharing session and light 

lunch MAY 23, following 

worship.   Please help spread the 

word and thené JOIN US! 
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Mission Outreach 

     

     

 

 

 

What is the Nightlife Grill?  It is a not-for-profit 

restaurant, designed to employ students and young 

people in need of job skills training.  The young 

people have input on menu and concept, work with 

chefs, help with food prep, and provide hosting and 

service.  The idea of a youth-run café will interest 

and engage the support of businesses and individuals 

in the community who wish to make a difference in 

the future of the youth in Sarasota County.  The 

financial goal of this activity is to produce enough 

revenue to sustain itself, create income for the 

workers, hire as many students as possible, and to 

help support outreach programs at the Nightlife 

Center. 

Affordably priced, high quality food and a great 

atmosphere will be conducive to lunch meetings.  It 

is also a great place for friends and social groups to 

meet.  The most rewarding message to diners is that 

the money they spend goes directly to students in our 

town.  The board of directors and its officers donôt 

make a cent from Nightlife!  It is an innovative way 

to give back to the community. 

Location: 6240 South Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL   

Events 

¶ Nightlife Concert Series 

¶ 3 on 3 Streetball Classic 

¶ Xbox 360 Tourneys 

¶ Private Parties 

¶ NBA Nights (No Boys Allowed) 

¶ Poker & Game Night 

¶ Athletic Tourneys 

 

Programs 
 

¶ Family & Youth Counseling 

¶ AL-ANON (For Parents) 

¶ Job Factory 

¶ Crisis Intervention 

¶ Homework Lab 

¶ Nightlife Grill & Café 

¶ Book Clubs 

For info on how to support any of these programs, go 

to www.nightlifecenter.org or call 941-927-096. 

 

 

DRIVERS NEEDED. . .  Beth-El Farm Workersô 

Ministry is currently making two trips each week 

from Beth-El in Wimauma to Pastor Miguel Estrada 

at the ministry in Immokalee.  This trip is necessary 

in order to deliver a full van of food to the farm 

workers and their families.  This was required, due to 

our harsh winter and the effect this had on the tomato 

crops.  The Peace River Presbytery is seeking 

volunteers who would be willing to drive the loaded 

van from Beth-El to Immokalee: 

            Days:       Wednesdays or Fridays 

            Time:       Depart from Beth-El at 9:00 a.m. 

Responsibilities: Drive carefully.  When you arrive, 

the van will be unloaded and you will return to Beth-

El.  By performing this deed, it frees up the staff at 

Beth-El to do Godôs work in Wimauma. 

Recently, after the first publication of this need, four 

families (Jack and Sharon Taylor, David and 

Janet Wick, Michael and Maria Wattleworth, and 

http://www.nightlifecenter.org/
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James and Carrie Caudill) stepped forward to assist 

in Godôs work. The Presbytery, Siesta Key Chapel, 

and of course, the Beth-El Ministry and Misión 

Peniel are all very grateful.     

If this is something you would like to do or need 

more information, please contact Bob Million. (349-

4867). 

Earthbox Project 

 

On April 19, a Sarasota Observer reporter, Loren 

Mayo, visited Emma E. Booker to see first-hand, 

the Earthbox Project, which we have sponsored, 

in action.  Her article, which appeared in the April 

22, edition follows: 

 

Emma E. Booker Elementary is introducing its 

students to EarthBoxes as early as kindergarten. After 

the Siesta Key Chapel donated several EarthBoxes to 

the school, students planted basil, tomatoes, peppers, 

and collard greens on February 26. 

Kindergarten teachers, Ginny Savidge and Ritta Yar, 

have started story-and-journal projects to accompany 

the gardens, in which the students keep track of the 

produce theyôve planted, by measuring its height, 

writing down its flavor and scent, and even drawing 

pictures.  

 

Savidge encourages her students to squeeze the basil 

and smell it as a form of aromatherapy.  

ñWe keep the plants healthy and strong,ò said kinder- 

gartner, Irie Way. ñWe water the plants and measure. 

These plants are drooping a little ð that means we 

watered too much.ò   

Students work in teams and talk about the similarities 

and differences between the herbs and produce. And, 

once the tomato blossoms grow into tomatoes, 

students will use them to make pizza. 

ñIt gives children the opportunity to learn about the 

life cycle of plant growth through science, language 

arts and reading,ò Yar said. ñItôs a hands-on project 

they can do themselves and take on the responsibility 

of watering and comparing plant growth with the 

other classes.ò 

On May 13 at 1 PM, we are         

Invited to a Pizza Party at 

Emma E. Booker, where the 

students will use harvested 

crops to make pizza sauce.  All 

are welcome. Please contact 

Joyce Waterbury at 388-9896 for particulars, if 

you would like to participate. 

                        

     To:  The Siesta Key Chapel Youth Mission  

                         March 4, 2010 

Thank you for your donation of $2,108. This has 

helped us start off 2010 in an above budget position 

for the first two months of the year.  The need in the 

farm worker communities we 

serve continues to be even greater 

each week.  The prolonged cold in 

January basically destroyed the 

crops in and around Immokalee.  

Most of the workers will be 

without income until the first of April when the new 

http://www.siestakeychapel.org/
http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95096726
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crops are ready for harvest.  We serve a simple warm 

meal there each Friday afternoon.  Our average this  

time last year was probably in the range of 315-350 

per week.  On Friday, February 26, we served 918 

meals! The need is great! 

Our Arcadia extension ministry continues at a 

different location.  We now travel to Arcadia each 

Thursday afternoon in our motor home and set up in 

the fellowship hall of First Presbyterian Church, 

Arcadia.  More than 240 folks joined us the last 

Thursday in February for a distribution of outreach 

items and a short Bible message. Please continue to 

keep this latest extension ministry of the Beth-El 

Farmworkers Ministry in your prayers. 

Siesta Key Chapel, thank you again for your 

donation.   

Blessings, 

Dave Moore, Executive Director 

 

WHEREôS JEN?? 

Sheôs still serving the 

Lord in Hays, Montana.  

Jen has signed up for 

another year teaching 

elementary school at St. 

Paulôs Mission School.    

  

Dear friends and family, 

 

Yesterday when I was teaching about the Last 

Supper, explaining how Jesus took the wine and 

blessed it; I was interrupted by one of my lovely boys 

who asked "was it waiian punch (Hawaiian Punch)?" 

I then had to explain that it was wine like the wine 

that adults drink sometimes, to which he responded 

"oh thatôs a type of whisky right, Miss Wise?" 

Itôs been a few months since the move to the new 

school but the newness has not fully worn off yet. I 

am reminded daily of how great the new school is as 

my kids sit on the floor or use desks that donôt 

wobble and pinch fingers.  

Two weeks ago the Bishop came to bless the school. 

The gym was decorated for mass and members of the 

community came to support the students in their new 

school. A group of girls in their traditional dresses 

sang How Great Thou Art in sign language, a drum 

group preformed an honor song and the bishop 

blessed every room of the school along with an elder 

who smudged each room.  

We have been busy around the house getting ready 

for Easter. Traditionally the Hays community hosts 

the Easter get together for the Montana communities 

so we have been working on making invitations and 

Easter cards for all the JVC Northwest communities.  

Recently I submitted my application and interviewed 

with JVC Northwest for a second year.  I was 

accepted and decided to spend another year here in 

Hays. I am not ready to move on from my kids and I 

would like to learn more about the people here.   

For Lent, Mission Grade School has weekly prayer 

services in which the students all have a chance to 

participate.  During this time Sr. Chris, the sixth 

grade teacher, writes short skits to help teach the 

lessons of the gospel for each week. This year she 

recruited Margret, David and me to help. She is 

writing the skits with a basketball theme entitled ñget 

your head in the game.ò My character is named Slam 

Dunk Sally and Margaret is Dixie Dribbler while 

David just plays the part of himself, Coach Bernica.  

Itôs really cheesy and ridiculous at times but also fun 

and the kids are learning the importance of lent 

through these crazy skits.  

I hope that all is well with everyone and I hope to 

hear from you all soon! 

Love, 

Jenny 
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Through the month of May, the choir will be singing 

for all Sunday worship services.  Beginning in June, 

they will sing for the first Sunday of each of the 

summer months.  Rehearsals for the Chapel Choir 

will continue on Wednesdays, at 7 p.m., through 

May.  May 23, is Pentecost, time for wearing red and 

singing "Come Down to Us, O Holy Spirit," and 

"Spirit, Falling Like a Dove."  Pentecost is a season 

of the church year when we are encouraged to "light 

a fire" within ourselves and accomplish things we 

thought were impossible.   

 

The possibilities open to us are endless, but only if 

we open our hearts.  I would like to thank the choir 

for opening their hearts and serving as a musical 

conduit this Lenten/Easter season.  So many facets of 

our faith are taught in the music we sing.  Each 

Sunday in Lent we sang about a different facet. 

 Highlights, as I remember, are the teachings of 

Jesus, his encounters in life, and the ways Jesus dealt 

with pain.  With appropriate exuberance and 

reverence, the Palm Sunday program with brass 

quartet was a great inspiration for Holy Week, 

beginning with Jesus' Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 

and ending with an Advent hymn played by the brass: 

 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence.  (Special thanks 

to Pastor Kathi, Bob Pretschner, and Reverend 

Julian, for offering up the readings from the Old and 

New Testament for the Palm Sunday cantata.)  The 

Good Friday Taizé service opened another door to 

allow silence to heal.  With peaceful Taizé chants 

undulating through the silence, a resonant stillness 

echoed in our hearts.  In contrast, Easter Sunday was 

a blast of trumpets and Alleluias that must have 

resounded to the Gates of Heaven.  I am reminded of 

the words to one of our newest choral anthems, Carol 

of the Hill by Stephen Paulus with text by Michael 

Dennis Browne:   

For you I shall wear a crown of trees, 

and birds will sing from among their leaves, 

For you I shall wear a crown of trees, 

now sing birds, sing, from among your leaves; 

O Jerusalem, born again." 

 

The Chapel Ringers has concluded 

rehearsals for the season; they will 

begin rehearsals again on October 

27.  This does not mean the bells 

will be silent!  And this does not 

mean we cannot take in new 

ringers, because we have not just two octaves of 

bells, but FIVE . So please, if you are interested in 

ringing next season, get in touch with me. My great 

hope is that we will be ringing three-octave music 

next year. That means we need another 2-3 people. 

The ringers have become a very tight group, and here 

are their names again if you were not there on 

Sunday, April 11, when they played so beautifully: 

Jen Cortez, Martin Henderson, Susan Koch, Amy 

Parker, Mickey Shoop, and Ruth Ulrich.  Lynelle 

Williams , our super-duper fill-in, came to help us 

out.  Our group is small but mighty, and we do think 

outside of the box!   

 

There are people to thank for helping with the 

behind-the-scenes planning and production.  First, 

Pastor Kathi is so encouraging of all of our 

programs! Pat, our office administrator, formats and 

prints bulletins, programs, posters, and tickets, and 

this is a big job that requires patience.  Ruth Ulrich  

has spent many Sunday afternoons helping to collect 

money and hand out programs for our Chapel Arts 

Concerts. Ruth is a member of both the Bell and 

Chapel Choir, and Susan Koch, another Bell Choir 

member, also helps set up the bells.  Scott, our 
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custodian, moves furniture, such as heavy bell tables, 

bell cases with bells in them, podiums, chairs, and 

more. Without their help, I would not be able to cope. 

 Thanks so much for all you do, as these programs 

would not be complete without your essential 

assistance and expertise.  Jen Cortez, a member of 

both the Chapel and Bell Choirs, helps us many times 

with percussion during the season, creating a very 

upbeat back-beat. 

 

Stay tuned for a talent-charged Chapel Arts concert 

series in the coming 2011 season.  I already have two 

fantastic groups booked.  Will keep you posted! 

Thank you, everyone who supported the Chapel Arts 

series in 2010.  With our Chapel Arts series, we are 

able to reach a different audience, and it is in 

reaching out that we open our doors to new and 

exciting possibilities! 

 

In Peace, Cynthia 

 

      Weekly Pastoral Letter from the  

             Presbytery ï April 21  

Dear colleagues and friends, 

 What if your grandchildren attended or were 

considering attending your church --- would you act 

differently?  Would you be open to doing things 

differently in church if it meant your grandchildren 

would attend church with you?  For example, would 

you  consider or advocate a different worship style 

or programmatic/mission emphasis  if it encouraged 

the faith development of your grandchildren?  

Would you be part of or pass on what you heard in 

a parking lot conversation if you knew it would 

affect your grandchildren or what your 

grandchildren thought of you?  

What got me thinking were two separate events . This 

past Sunday, I was asked and privileged to baptize 

Genevieve Elizabeth Hart, our second grand-

daughter.  It was special because our son, Nathan, 

and his wife, Eileen, along with our daughter, Laura, 

her husband, John, and our first granddaughter, 

Grace, all attend the church where I was pastor for 

almost 14 years. The church continues to do well, 

continues with a strong worship and programmatic 

life, as well as a mission emphasis. As part of the 

service, the congregation made a vow to guide and 

nurture Genevieve in, the faith as well as support 

Eileen and Nathan as parents. I will not be there in 

that congregation to help uphold those vows, but I am 

grateful that part of what that congregation does and 

how it does it is shaped by how it affects and nurtures 

the children.  I am a thousand miles away from my 

grandchildren, but there is a congregation full of 

parents and grandparents who have promised to make 

decisions, not only according to what they want, but 

also according to how those decisions impact, 

encourage and affect the children.   

The second thing that got me thinking and 

discouraged is that the recently released American 

Congregations study of church statistics, 

(http://fact.hartse.edu/products/index.html) shows 

that 25% of all congregations report to be in some 

conflict. That is a lot of parking lot conversations, 

and self-focus rather than focus on missions, 

community, and outreach. That is a lot of pointing the 

finger at others and not learning what it means to be a 

responsible, mature, and healthy member and leader 

of a congregation. 

 I am grateful that Peace River does not have 25% of 

our churches in conflict, but we do have some. In 

each case all it takes is a few folks to begin some 

unhealthy ways of dealing with differences, and a 

conflict begins to brew and a storm emerges.  So, my 

question: If we are about to enter into a parking lot 

conversation that has the potential to produce 

conflict, and if our grandchildren are listening, what 

would we want them to hear? 

This year the theme of our Presbytery meetings is 

Growing the Church Deep and Wide. At the May 27, 

http://fact/
http://fact.hartsem.edu/products/index.html
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meeting at St. Paul's in North Port, we will be 

privileged to have Philip Lotspeich as our preacher 

and keynote speaker. He will also be doing a special 

breakout group that will go through lunch on the 

topic of Church Transformation (or, in my words, 

how can we reach out more effectively to the un-

churched in this generation as well as to our 

grandchildren and their generation?). Go to 

PresbyGrow for more details of some of the things to 

which Philip is giving leadership.  

Mark your calendars and make sure that your Acts 

16:5 teams are there as well as your evangelism and 

outreach committees. 

I am glad to be part of this community of Easter 

People called Peace River Presbytery, even as I 

am grateful to be a grandpa. 

 Graham Hart 

          Buildings and Grounds 

Hopefully everyone has noticed how nice our new 

front sign looks.   Thanks to the hard work of Dick 

Ulrich, the old termite infested sign was taken down 

(no small feat) and the new one has been installed.  

 
 

 
 

Also, we have some new cabinets in the kitchen in 

Fellowship Hall, thanks to Frank Miller . 

Thanks to Michael "Rembrandt" Young, Howard 

Cailor, Jim Hastings, Brad Koch, Jim Kraft, 

Frank Miller, Walt Olson, Roger Sandt, and Dick 

Ulrich  of the Menôs Fellowship Group, Meeting 

Rooms 3 & 4 and the hallway to the Fellowship Hall 

have been painted.  We showed up on a Saturday and 

painted one good coat of paint on all the walls.  

However, as we all know, attempting to cover all 

with one coat of paint often does not work.   After 

casually mentioning to Dick Ulrich , at the next B & 

Gôs meeting, that we were amazed how well the one 

coat looked, he confessed that he came back the next 

two days and painted a second coat on the walls and 

trim; a very big job, indeed.   Ruth, do you ever see 

him at home? 

  

The Chapel grounds are all looking good.  Ann 

Blechta had her usual Saturday work party with a lot 

of participants.   Ann and our landscaper have some 

ideas which will improve and to freshen the look of 

our front area.  Stay tuned for future updates.   

  

Jim Kraft  

Chairman, Buildings and Grounds  

 

 

         

 

            

New officers for 2010-2012 were installed at our 

monthly meeting on April 20.  The new officers are: 

 Moderator  Judy Jenkins 

 Vice-Moderator Mickey Shoop 

 Treasurer  Cheryl Miller 

And those serving one more year are: 

 Secretary  Cala Olson 

 Historian  Jinny Martin 

 Outreach  Arlene Henderson 

Congratulations!  We appreciate you and look 

forward to working with each of you. 

http://www.presbygrow.net/

